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Opinions contained herein do not necessarily 
represent those of the funding source, and no 

endorsement should be inferred. 
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There are several ways to donate: 

* Check 
* Credit Card 
* Electronic Funds Transfer (from your 

Checking or Savings Account) 
* Paypal 
* One-Time Donation or Recurring Gifts  
* In-Kind Donations of Goods 
* Volunteer your talents 

 
Every dollar goes directly to helping  
families with loved ones who have  

disabilities and every dollar counts. For 
information on donations please contact 

Beth Anne at (504) 943-0343 or  
bamerida@fhfsela.org 

 
Your time and talents are also  

appreciated. Have a few hours to spare 
and want to help us make a difference? 

Call to find out how you can help.  
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 People First of NOLA: 
 

· Is a self advocacy group run by people with 
disabilities, for people with disabilities. 

· Where people learn to speak up for  
       themselves about decisions they make. 
· Members can connect with others in their 

community, across the nation and around the world. 
· Members learn about their rights and responsibilities as 

citizens of the United States of America. 
Mission Statement of People First of Louisiana: 
People First of Louisiana supports people with disabilities 
to empower themselves in becoming effective decision 
makers, to gain more independence, and enjoy life as equal 
citizens of the United States of America. 
Vision: 
People with disabilities build personal visions that are 
reached through respect, equality and many different  
experiences that lead to choices and life decisions. 
People with disabilities support one another to control their 
own lives, understand and speak up for their rights and live 
up to their responsibilities. 
Disability is Natural: 
“Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in 
no way diminishes the right of individuals to: 
· ���������������	�
�  
· enjoy self-��	��
���	����  
· 
������������  
· ���	����	��	�������	
�  
· �������
�������������������  
· and enjoy full inclusion and integration in the   
      economic, political, social, cultural, and educational                                                                                                 

mainstream of American society.” 
 

 
 

People First of NOLA 
meets every third  

Tuesday of the month at 
4:30 pm.   

 
      Meetings are held at: 

Goodwill Headquarters 
3400 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans, LA 70119 
 

Upcoming meeting dates are: 
January 10, 2012 
February 21, 2012 

March 20, 2012 
April 17, 2012 
May 15, 2012 
June 19, 2012 
July 17, 2012 

August 21, 2012                                                              
September 18, 2012                                                         

October 16, 2012                                                               
November 20, 2012                                                                  
December 18, 2012 

$10 gas cards are available to caregivers/relatives 
that provide transportation to  

People First members to attend the meetings,  
made possible through funding provided by  

Metropolitan Human Services District. 
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Changes Proposed to Flexible Family Fund 
(Formerly the Cash Subsidy Program) 

  
 The Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) plans to move forward with changes to the Flexible Family 
Fund (previously known as the Cash Subsidy Program) unless an outcry from parents and others is enough to  
convince DHH Secretary Bruce Greenstein to withdraw the plan. The twenty-year-old popular program has provided 
a small stipend ($258 per month) to families of children with the most significant developmental disabilities who face 
extraordinary costs in caring for their child at home. The original intent of the program was to keep administrative  
expenses low and assist families based solely on their child’s disability, regardless of income or other services  
received. 
 The proposed changes would take effect July 1, 2012 and would restrict this program to families with an  
annual net income of $67,050 or less. (Families with households larger than four must not exceed an annual income of 
300% of the federal poverty level.) And children will not be able to receive any waiver  services (Children’s 
Choice or NOW) and the Flexible Family Fund. These changes would apply to children currently receiving the funds 
and to new children applying. 
 The DD Council does not support these changes. On the surface, DHH’s proposal seems to designate 
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�����������	������� ������������	��  
obstacles that would call into question using annual income to make the determination of need. There are far too many 
other factors that play into the equation and the administrative cost needed to arrive at the true picture of a family’s 
need is not worth taking those funds out of the program. One factor is the likelihood of changes in a family’s financial 
situation due to decisions regarding employment – which occurs at a high rate among the parents of these  
children. When this program was first created, it was designed on the premise that families of children with the 
MOST severe disabilities have extraordinary expenses, above those of other children with disabilities, and therefore 
income was not and should not be used to determine eligibility for the subsidy. Receipt of other services, regardless of 
their nature, also was not and should not be a determining factor. 
 LaCAN members are contacting Secretary Greenstein to let him know they oppose these changes. You are  

encouraged to do so as well.                                                                                 Used with permission from ���������� ��
The LaCAN team leader for Region One and Ten is Del ery Rice.  She can be reached at 504-722-8600. �
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